
DUAL USE GOODS  
http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do

?uri=OJ:L:2009:134:0001:0269:en:PDF 



TODAYS PROGRAMME 

 What are dual use goods  

 How can you recognize them  

 What tools are available   

 Examples of not so easy to recognize dual use 

products  

 What can you do to help  



WHAT IS IT ? 

 from the EU website  

 The trade in dual-use items – goods, software and technology 

that can be used for both civilian and military applications 

and/or can contribute to the proliferation of Weapons of 

Mass Destruction (WMD) – is subject to controls to prevent the 

risks that these items may pose for international security. The 

controls derive from international obligations (in particular UN 

Security Council Resolution 1540, the Chemical Weapons 

Convention and the Biological Weapons Convention) and 

are in line with commitments agreed upon in multilateral 

export control regimes.  

 

 Sounds simple, right ? Well I’m afraid it is not quite that simple, 

the level of knowledge required to identify all Dual Use goods 

is sometimes beyond to what can be expected from the 

bank checking your documentary payments which could 

lead to delays or even worse. But even as a corporate it is not 

always that clear.”  

 

 



 The EU’s dual use export controls derives from the UN Security council Resolution 
1540  

 

 

  the EU document describing the directive including examples is almost 300 pages 
long (!) 

 

 The examples range from high level, relative clear descriptions from “dual use 
items…which can be used for both civil and military purposes” to for instance 3-
Hydroxy-1-Methylpiperidine which requires a quite high level of knowledge on the 
product side (we are talking scientific level)  

   

 So from the perhaps relative “simple” radarsystem which could be used for civilian 
as well as military purposes (or offensive to defense) to a chemical compound 
which is perhaps only 1 molecule away from being civilian yet is actually more 
military by nature  

 



PRODUCTS LISTED (NOT 

COMPREHENSIVE) 

 Arms – arms related equipment/parts 

 Software 

 technology  

 Chemicals  

 Viruses 

 Bacteria  

 Toxins 

 

 



SOME EXAMPLE PRODUCTS 

WHICH ARE ON THE LIST  



And to make it even more complicated  





“IDENTIFIERS” OF DUAL 

USE 

 If you take a look at for instance the manufacturing 
equipment mentioned in the list , you will notice that the 
more precise a certain machine can produce the more 
likely it is such a machine would end up on the restricted 
list,  as it for instance could be used in the production of 
weapons or the like   

 

 For other products it might be more difficult to make that 
distinction  

 

 As you can imagine, the fact that something “might” be 
“Dual use” opens the door for a whole range of 
discussions and especially in case of a documentary 
payment it can lead to delays in payment when doubt 
has arisen 



DUAL GOODS, WHEN IT IS 

CLEAR (FOR CORPORATES)  

 

 Once it is clear that a party wants to export a good which is 
branded “dual use” (which should be the case for most products 
a corporate wants to export,  the exporter can apply for a export 
license (usually with the customs agency in the country of the 
exporter)   

 

 In case of doubt such license can be refused  

 

 When exporting to more sensitive countries requests are escalated 
to the ministry of foreign affairs in a particular country   

 PLEASE NOTE Your bank might decide on its own not to process if 
they are not comfortable that the exporter has fully complied with 
applicable law or whether the products is dual use or not 

 



 

 As a summary, for some of the goods it is clear from the outset 
that they can be used for both civilian as well as military purposes 
and (sometimes depending on the end-user) such a product can 
be prohibited from being exported without a proper license.   

 For other products it might be less clear cut and again the 
country of export can have an influence on whether you are 
allowed to export and whether a license will need to be issued  

 Not all countries globally have implemented the dual use goods 
list however the EU and most other Western countries have which 
could complicate matters when dealing with international 
operating clients, please note that for DB Amsterdam, EU law 
applies (Bafin and local regulator where applicable) .  



EXAMPLE OF A PRODUCT WHICH IS 

FAIRLY REGULAR NEVERTHELESS IS 

ALSO DUAL USE  







A QUOTE FROM THE EU DUAL 

GOODS LIST 



A bicycle can be made from an aluminium alloy in the 7000 

series but  the same holds true for the production of M16 

riffles (7015), but this alloy is also used for inline skates and 

mascara roles  



FERTILIZER 

 Ammonium nitrate is a chemical compound, the 
nitrate salt of the ammonium cation. It has the 
chemical formula NH4NO3, simplified to N2H4O3. It is 
a white crystal solid and is highly soluble in water. It 
is predominantly used in agriculture as a high-
nitrogen fertilizer.[4] Its other major use is as a 
component of explosive mixtures used in mining, 
quarrying, and civil construction. It is the major 
constituent of ANFO, a popular industrial explosive 
which accounts for 80% of explosives used in North 
America; similar formulations have been used in 
improvised explosive devices. Many countries are 
phasing out its use in consumer applications due to 
concerns over its potential for misuse. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_compound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nitrate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammonium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nitrogen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrogen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nitrogen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxygen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agriculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fertilizer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ammonium_nitrate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ANFO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Improvised_explosive_device




WHAT CAN YOU DO ?  

 What can you as a corporate do to avoid delays in 
payment (or even, worst case scenario prosecution) 
when dealing with products which are Dual Use 

 - when in doubt, check the product at for instance the UK 
Goods Checker website  

 https://www.ecochecker.trade.gov.uk/spirefox5live/fox/s
pire/ 

 Contact Customs to check whether you would need to 
apply for a license  

 Finally contact your bank in case you will be importing or 
exporting by means of a documentary payment so that 
you can get their opinion whether something might cause 
issues or not  


